smothering effect of snow upon a moorland flock of sheep. The omission of a few pictures of the type of "Stormy Blast" from any exhibition of Scottish landscape would be unthinkable, for the imagery of snow is somewhat obtrusive in the literature of Scotland and deeply rooted in one's sense of t.he wild beauty and romantic history of that rugged northern land.
In pure landscape, however, at any rate as regards Scottish scenery, the masterpieces are McCulloch's famous "Glencoe" ( 177) and Peter Graham's "Wandering Shadows" (238). In "Glencoe" there is massiveness both of mountains and of mountainous cumulo-nimbus clouds so closely interlocked that in one place the painter rightly leaves the spectators in doubt to which element a dark rugged outline belongs. Pine trees stand at intervals down the glen, there are stags in the foreground, and in the lefthand corner, half hidden in a gloomy ravine, lies a sullen tarn. In "Wandering Shadows" the painter of the "mountain and the flood" has left us a superb piece of chiaroscuro. The nearer mountain flank is gloriously lit in contrast with the farther range, which is steeped in intense blue-black shadow. Mists are coursing the mountain sides so realistically that one almost sees them driving-a sure indication of good work. In the foreground a man is fishing in the torrent, and there are sheep grazing amid lichencrusted boulders showing just the right amount of detail.
In sculpture, mention may be made of a "Symbol Stone" from Orkney with a design the meaning of which is lost, but known to date from Early Christian times, and also of a kid standing on a rock-reflecting a Highland background. In the vestibule, the visitor is greeted, symbolically, by a statue of John Knox with Bible in hand.
L. C. W. BONACINA.
Science News a Century Ago
The Institution of Civil Engineers AT the annual general meeting of the Institution of Civil Engineers held on January 15, 1839, the president, James Walker, being in the chair, the report for the year was presented. At this time no fewer than nine members of the Council were fellows of the Royal Society, J. Walker, W. Cubitt, Bryan Donkin, Joshua Field, H. R. Palmer, I. K. Brunei, Joseph Locke, George Lowe and John Macneill. One of the problems the Council had considered was that of qualification for membership. "The objects of the civil engineer," the Council said, "were defined by charter and in guiding them in their task they had adhered closely to the two following conditions : ( l) that the party should have been regularly educated as a civil engineer according to the usual routine of pupilage, and had had subsequent employment for at least five years in responsible positions, resident or otherwise, or (2) that he should have practised on his account in the profession of civil engineer for five years and have acquired considerable eminence therein. In earlier days the force of genius alone was sufficient to place the individual in that position of professorial eminence which commenced with a Brindley and a Smeaton, and was in our own time exemplified in a Rennie and A Telford. To such, of
